EASA
European Aviation Safety Agency
(ევროპის საავიაციო უსაფრთხოების სააგენტო)
Location: Cologne, Germany
EASA is an agency of the European Union established in order to ensure a high and uniform level of safety in civil aviation, by the implementation of common safety rules and measures. 
Tasks of the EASA:
· Certifies & approves products and organisations in fields where EASA has exclusive competence (e.g., airworthiness; for example Airbus);
· Provides oversight and support to the National Aviation Authorities of Member States in fields where EASA has shared competence (e.g., air operations, air traffic management);
· Drafts implementing rules in all fields pertinent to the mission;
· Promotes the use of European and worldwide standards;
· Cooperates with international actors in order to achieve the highest safety level for EU citizens globally (e.g., EU safety list, third country operators authorisations).

Tangible contribution:

Besides ensuring the highest common level of safety protection in aviation for EU citizens and the highest common level of environmental protection in aviation, EASA establishes a single regulatory and also a single certification process among EASA Member States. The agency also facilitates the internal aviation single market and seeks to create a level playing field for all. It is one of the acknowledged global aviation safety authorities and works with other international aviation organisations and regulators.

Members: EU member states, European Commission, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland.

Cooperation mechanisms: open for the third countries.

Cooperation with Georgia/State of Play:

Cooperation framework between Georgia and the EASA is in place: In 2009 Working Arrangement was signed between EASA and United Transport Administration of Georgia; In 2013 Working Arrangement was signed between EASA and Civil Aviation of Georgia on collection and exchange of information on the safety of aircraft using EU airports, airports of non-EU states that participate in the EU SAFA programme and airports of Georgia. 

Cooperation between Georgia and the EASA reflects a shared interest in a high level of civil aviation safety and environmental compatibility. Within this framework several working groups are active, including the pan-European partnership group (EASA–PANEP). In 2011-2013, Georgia and the EU implemented the first twinning project on harmonisation with EU norms of legislation and standards. In 2016, EASA started implementation of assistance projects for Eastern Partnership and Central Asia countries (new EASA-Eastern partnership and central Asia project). In 2017, EU and Georgia accomplished the second, 27 months long twining project dedicated to harmonisation with EU requirements.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Agency conducts regular Auditing and Certification in Georgia. 
From 2016, Civil Aviation Agency of Georgia gained an observer status in the governing board of EASA. Georgia has signed different inter-ministerial agreements with EASA. 

Benefits: Close cooperation with the EASA supports approximation of Georgia's Aviation to the EU standards, safety and regulations. 

Lead: Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Agency’s website: https://www.easa.europa.eu/.

